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Calendar of Events 

ACI Level I 
November 17, 

2011 

Fall Board Meeting 

Naples, Florida 

November 2-

5, 2011 

KRMCA Level II and 

ACI Level I Classes 

Dec. 12-15, 

19-21,  

Jan. 9-12,  

16-18, 

Feb. 13-16, 

20-22 

Design Awards  

Nomination Form 

Due: 

January 2, 

2012 

KRMCA Winter  

Convention— 

Hyatt Regency- 

Louisville, KY 

February 1-5, 

2012 

  

  

Safety Awards Forms 

Due: 

January 13, 

2012 
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November 2011 

Taking Action to Get Market Share in  
Local Streets and Roads 

 
The Kentucky Ready 
Mixed Concrete Asso-
ciation has begun to ac-
tively seek and promote 
greater market share in 
local streets and roads- 
both county and city.  
With the economy still in 
the slumps, it is ever 
more important to make 
sure that the concrete 
industry is actively pur-
suing all available mar-

kets for its products.  From parking lots, buildings and residential markets 
to concrete streets and roads, the concrete industry has a plethora of prod-
ucts to meet all market demands. 
 
In October, the KRMCA travelled to Nashville to attend the NRMCA Mid-
Atlantic State Association meeting.  In that meeting, the KRMCA was able 
to learn about the benchmarking statistic above.  Also in that meeting, 
those in attendance were able to see market reviews of historical ready 
mixed data compared to housing market data.  One of the most stunning 
graphs shown in the presentation compared ready mixed statistics on a 
graph compared to housing market statistics.  The bars comparing the two 
industries were almost parallel through the historical reference years.  
What this means: the ready mixed concrete industry relies heavily on the 
housing market.  For most of the years, these two industries were nearly 
identical- when the housing market dipped, the ready mixed concrete in-
dustry dipped, and when the housing market rose, the ready mixed con-
crete industry rose.  In today’s economy, this is not a good statistic.  With 
the housing market in a steep decline, the ready mixed concrete industry 
cannot rely on the housing industry for business.  This means that the 
ready mixed industry needs to look elsewhere to supply their products. 
 
In Kentucky, the ready mixed concrete industry has supplied a valuable 
product in commercial, residential, educational, and governmental markets.  
With ICFs, which Kentucky is one of the leaders in the nation, most 
schools built today utilize this valuable product for safety, ease and speed  

Continued on Page 3... 
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Continued from Front Page... 
of construction, and its valuable environmental benefits- just look at Joseph Warren Middle and 
High School with over one mile of ICF interior and exterior walls (the largest in the nation.)  Pol-
ished and decorative concrete interior floors has also become a valuable product for not only 

educational, but commercial projects as well- a 
perfect project example is the Henderson Early 
Childhood Development Center which utilizes 
pervious concrete, ICFs, concrete parking lot, 
and interior concrete floors.  In addition to ICFs, 
tilt-up and cast-in place wall systems are very 
popular, even on LEED projects- Kentucky Ea-
gle Inc. Distribution Center in Lexington which 
includes tilt-up walls, interior concrete floors and 
even concrete parking and loading lots.  Every-
one also knows about pervious concrete for its 
stormwater management- cities and counties 
around the Commonwealth have begun utilizing 
this product.  Thus far, Kentucky has over a half 

million square feet of pervious concrete down in the Commonwealth with more in the pipeline- 
accomplished through great promotion and counties and cities taking the lead to better their 
stormwater runoff.  With even more concrete products available for public and private consump-
tion, concrete will continue to be used as a superior building product for the foreseeable future. 
 
One market though that has not been greatly tapped is the local streets and roads.  This market 
is the only market that continues to be funded even in these tough economic times- unfortunately 
the concrete industry is not getting much of a share.  There are those areas around the Com-
monwealth that do have concrete streets and roads in place- with some streets with over 50 
years of service life- no other product can compare to this.  These areas generally include North-
ern Kentucky, Louisville, and the Henderson and Owensboro areas, but with Kentucky being 
more than just these areas, there is great room for growth elsewhere- this equates to an increase 
in market share and more profit for the ready 
mix producers and concrete contractors in 
those areas.  Quality construction and quality 
concrete is the key to making sure this market 
expands. 
 
On a national basis, the National Ready 
Mixed Concrete Association has made a con-
certed effort to increase market shares in local 
streets and roads.  They have launched a 
campaign for promotion and training; they 
even hired an engineer, Brian Killingsworth, 
P.E., Senior Director of Pavement Structures, 
of San Antonio, Texas as a resource to help 
expand these markets for NRMCA members 
and for the KRMCA and other state ready mixed associations.  It is vital that these resources are 
utilized.  As most people realize, most of the current work is in the public sector, and it  

Continued on Page 6... 
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Continued from Page 3... 
is vital that the concrete industry get a slice of that pie.  By util-
izing the resources of the NRMCA and even the local re-
source, KRMCA, the industry can make a change for the bet-
ter- it will be a culture shock, but it is a necessary one.  The 
KRMCA has the resources to make it a palpable change and 
not an extreme shock.  By using education of the employees 
that work with streets and roads, it should equate to more con-
crete streets.  Hopefully, more concrete pavement will be used 
than not, which will save taxpayers money in the life of the 
pavement, or by bringing the price of competitive products 
down.   But if life cycle costs and environmental costs are 
weighed, then concrete should be the pavement material of 
choice. 
 
Many municipalities around the commonwealth, city and 
county, have expressed the need to do something to counter 
the raising costs to maintain their roads, and concrete should 
be the answer.  It is becoming unaffordable to go back every 
few years to fix roads that were recently ‘fixed.’  Concrete of-

fers the opportunity to extend the life of their road beyond what they would normally do.  Not only 
will concrete save money in the long run, it will also benefit their local environment- cooler water 
runoff with fewer pollutants into the local waterways, brighter at night, money savings on lighting 
those streets and cooler urban heat effect. 
 
The KRMCA has begun to meet with local politicians to offer solutions to their problems.  The 
KRMCA has also begun to meet with state officials to help these local cities deal with their own 
streets and roads.  As is evident around the 
country, other local cities and counties 
have realized the cost saving benefits of 
concrete (see article on Pages 19 and 20), 
and even some cities in Kentucky have be-
gun to realize this– some have been re-
placing outdated streets with new concrete 
ones.  The KRMCA and NRMCA will come 
in and meet with your local and state 
elected officials to demonstrate the benefits 
of using concrete for their local streets and 
roads (and state maintained streets, roads 
and highways).  One of the key benefits to 
doing this, the KRMCA will offer, with assis-
tance from NRMCA, professional design 
assistance of those roadways.  The 
KRMCA will also bring in and offer recommendations on construction best practices and mainte-
nance best practices for concrete streets and roads.  The KRMCA  will also offer recommenda-
tions for building codes, specifications, requirements, etc. to make sure they are comparable and 
fair.  The KRMCA is offering to any municipality (state, city or county) the following training op-
portunities to help understand the ins and outs of concrete paving.  The initial training will be  

Continued on Page 10... 
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Continued from Page 6... 
offered at the KRMCA Winter Meeting in Louisville.  The KRMCA will also offer the training to 
local municipalities individually on an as needed basis: 

 Construction 
Sub-grade preparation 
Layout for construction 
Paving equipment, placement,   

finishing and texturing 
Curing and protection 
Jointing and striping 
Opening to traffic 

Inspection and Testing 
Sub-grade preparation 
Concrete quality 
Construction operations 

Maintenance and Repair 
Joint and crack sealing 
Full-depth repair 
Under-sealing and leveling 
Overlay 
Cleaning 

*The KRMCA (and NRMCA) can offer other training opportunities if requested. 
 

The KRMCA is also available to assist in any way that their member needs when it comes to 
gaining market share in local streets and roads.  To continue down the current path that the in-
dustry is headed, is almost a guarantee for failure.  It is time to become proactive, and one of 
the best ways to do so is getting to know your local (and state) elected officials.  The more these 
politicians know about you, the better- you will start getting questions asked of you and requests 
made to help them out.   

It is quite easy to begin this process.  All it takes is a simple phone call with a question to have a 
sit-down and meet.  Start by getting to know your elected officials, then start meeting on a regu-
lar basis.  Your elected officials don’t know everything, especially when it comes to the concrete 
industry and construction bidding and techniques.  These elected officials want to get to know 
you and your line of work- just look at the federal legislators.  When did anyone ever think that 
the U.S. House of Representatives would ever be voting on a bill to protect the cement (and 
concrete) industry specifically from over-regulation?  Unfortunately the U.S. Senate has yet to 
do anything, but there are members in the Senate who are supportive of the industry.  If the in-
dustry is trying to maintain a presence within the construction industry, and with the majority of 
construction spending being by the public sector, it really is time to become active in the political 
arena- contact your elected officials. 
 
If you would like more information on how the KRMCA can aide you in your efforts to gain mar-
ket share in local streets and roads, contact the KRMCA office- a contingency can be formed to 
tackle this with a single concerted voice.  Also, if you would simply like more information on 
these efforts, contact the KRMCA office.  Always remember, humanity is attempting to be more 
environmentally responsible and more nature-like (biomimicry), and the concrete industry is the 
industry with the best chance to do so- 

   CONCRETE: MAN-MADE, NATURE’S OWN. 
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              2740 North Main Street       1001 Frederica St., Suite 200 
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ACI LEVEL I CONCRETE FIELD TESTING TECHNICIAN 

KENTUCKY READY MIXED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION 

1 HMB Circle � Frankfort, KY 40601 

DATE of CLASS_for ACI Level I   -              circle date 

November 17, 2011 
 

NAME_______________________________________________________________________ 
NAME_______________________________________________________________________ 
NAME_______________________________________________________________________ 
NAME_______________________________________________________________________ 
COMPANY__________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ 
CITY                                                                          STATE              ZIP_________________ 
PHONE________________________________EMAIL______________________________ 
Fees: ACI Level I.  Limited to the first 30. Full one-day class to be held at KRMCA in Frank-
fort, KY. 

# to attend __________ x $300.00 = ______________________Discount Rate  

# to attend __________ x $600.00 = ______________________Regular Rate    

RETESTING__________x $100.00 = ______________________ 

                 

Please return this form and check to: 
Kentucky Ready Mixed Concrete Association 

1 H.M.B. Circle, Frankfort, KY 40601 

(502) 695-1535 

FAX: (502) 695-9499 
 

*Discounted rates will be available for all KRMCA members.  Companies who have been a member 

and are rejoining the KRMCA will have to pay the dues for the prior two years to be eligible for the 

school discounted rate.  Companies who are joining KRMCA for the first time will be eligible for the 

discounted rate immediately. 

 

KRMCA members have the first opportunity for registration.  Please register early.  We will send out in-

formation, to all those registered, regarding directions at a later date. 

**Classes are payable in advance or on day of class.  Refunds will be given if at least a 24-hour notice 

has been received. 
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An Unusual Day 
By R. Finley Messick 

 

Thursday, October 27, 2011, was quite an unusual day for me and my responsibilities as your Executive 

Director for the KRMCA and the KCPA. 

 

My morning started out by making coffee for the NRMCA Pervious Concrete Certification School being 

held at the KRMCA Office here in Frankfort. Once the coffee got going I went downstairs and set up the 

power point projector with John McChord in preparation for my portion of the certification class. I teach 

the “why” people are using pervious concrete portion of the class while John teaches the much harder 

part, the “how” to make, place, test, etc. portion of the class. The unusual portion of my morning is that I 

was in a coat and tie teaching my part of the class. Needless to say, when I announced that I was wearing 

my pervious concrete placement uniform, there was more than one look of suspicion and confusion from 

participants in the class. I then explained to the class that I had to go to a meeting of the Kentucky Legisla-

tive Subcommittee on Transportation following my teaching session and that I would be back in time to 

assist with the placement portion of the pervious concrete class in the afternoon. 

 

I taught my portion of the morning session and donned both my KRMCA hat and my KCPA hat and headed 

to the Transportation Committee meeting.  I listened to an update on the Sherman Minton Bridge from 

State Highway Engineer Steve Waddle, heard a presentation on Kentucky’s Airports’ ability to attract busi-

ness and jobs to Kentucky, and heard a road fund update from Tammy Branham, Executive Director of the 

Office of Budget and Fiscal Management. The best part of attending the meeting was getting with Lobbyist 

Karen Lentz afterwards and being introduced to several Kentucky lawmakers and speak with them about 

the attributes of concrete pavements. I hope to set meetings, in the future, with many of these lawmakers. 

                    
After the meeting and introductions, it was back to the KRMCA Office and time to hop in the jeans and haul 

the KRMCA’s pervious concrete trailer over to the work site. There I met with the class from the morning 

session and along with John McChord and help from the City of Frankfort, we placed seventeen yards of 

pervious concrete. This is the “hands on” portion that we at the KRMCA feel is essential for the success of 

our NRMCA Pervious Concrete Certification Class attendees. 

 

While all this is going on, Greg Smith and Brett Ruffing were working the exhibit booth at the Kentucky 

Association of Counties Annual Convention. There they were to talk to many elected county officials about 

concrete pavement’s durability and sustainability. Many counties across the nation are looking at concrete 

as a solution to their having to continuously repave their roads (see article on Pages 19 & 20). 

 

From coat and tie to blue jeans, it was a very unusual day. 
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This blog post was reprinted with permission from the blog’s author, Justin Higgins.  You can find this post and other posts by Mr. 

Higgins at nomuzzle.com 
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Continued from Page 19... 

This article was reprinted with permission from Mr. Peter Bodley.  It first appeared online at 

http://abcnewspapers.com/2011/09/09/county-is-likely-to-use-concrete-more-on-its-highway-projects/ 

Calling All Pictures!!!Calling All Pictures!!!Calling All Pictures!!!Calling All Pictures!!!    
 
Get out your cameras and make use of 
them.  The KRMCA is calling for pic-
tures of concrete local streets and 
roads, concrete highways and inter-
states, and other concrete roadways.  
The KRMCA is asking for these pictures 
to be used in upcoming publications.  
Pictures are worth a thousand words.  
Send your pictures with their location/
name and year of placement, if known, 
to the KRMCA office or to 
bruffing@krmca.org. 


